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Dear Friends of Lake Waramaug ,     

Spring and summer promise to be exciting seasons on Lake Waramaug. The ice has 
melted, the docks are in and soon the boats will arrive! The State Park will come alive 
with campers, kayakers and swimmers. (And, I for one, love the smell of the camp fires 
on summer evenings!) 

The homes around the lake will be busy with family and friends, all of whom come to 
see our magnificent lake and enjoy its beauty. 

Each year brings hope for great weather, family gatherings and a sense of community 
as we all help in some way to preserve our great lake. The Task Force will once again 
be deploying all of our resources to keep our lake as pristine as possible. Each year the 
Task Force Executive Director, Sean Hayden, and his dedicated staff place teams of 
scientists, divers, plant harvesters and monitoring equipment on the lake to check its 
clarity, health, bacteria levels and for the presence of invasive weeds. With the help of 
the boat inspection program, a new level of cooperation at the State Park, the private 
clubs and the three towns around the lake, we are hopeful for a very successful year. 

In this newsletter you will find articles written about a few of the scientists who monitor 
the lake. Their work reflects the attention they devote to inspecting the lake for clarity 
and quality each week of the season. This monitoring and the use of the aerators near 
Washington Beach and Arrow Point are critical to achieve one goal: to help our lake 
fight against the environmental obstacles it faces each year. 

This year and in the future, the Task Force will be placing greater emphasis on water 
quality in the feeder streams and on the environmental issues affecting the lake in the 
watershed. According to our scientific teams the watershed is where the Task Force 
and the local town governing bodies can do the most good for the lake’s health now 
and in the future. Pollution and sediment filled runoff from the watershed area, even 
five miles away, will continue to cause significant negative issues for Lake Waramaug if 
we do not address them at this moment in time. 

None of these initiatives can be undertaken without the continued support of our local 
communities. The Task Force is deeply grateful for the donors who support its efforts 
every year. Without the strength of this backing, Lake Waramaug would not be the 
exceptional resource that it is today. 

On behalf of the Task Force Board, I wish you and your family a great season on what 
can only be described as one of the most beautiful places.

Mike Guadagno
Chair, Lake Waramaug Task Force



Our efforts have paid off! Lake Waramaug is the only 
Lake in Connecticut that has been successful in 
controlling and nearly eliminating all non-native invasive 
aquatic weeds without the use of herbicides. Our goal has 
always been to avoid the use of herbicides. That way, we 
keep the water in the Lake clean, clear and swimmable.

It has been a long 
and laborious journey 
— a program that 
called for identifying 
and harvesting of 
invasives before they 
had an opportunity 
to flourish. For the 
past 15 years, the 
Task Force has been 
working with George 
Knoecklein, the 
Principal Limnologist 
with Northeast Aquatic 
Research (NEAR). In 
2006, NEAR’s annual 
scan for invasive 
aquatic plant species 

in Lake Waramaug turned up Curly-leaf pondweed 
(Potamogeton crispus or CLP), a very aggressive 
invasive. CLP was present in four different locations in 
the Lake. Knoecklein and his team helped us create 
and implement a strategy to successfully eradicate CPL 
without using chemicals.

Invasive Aquatic Weed Survey Crew

Hand Pulling and Suction 
Harvesting of CLP by New England 
Aquatic Services Divers

Curly-leaf pondweed has a unique reproductive habit 
and an aggressive growth cycle. CLP starts growing 
early in May reaching maturity by early July. By late July 
and certainly by August, the plants die back and are 
gone and out of sight until they re-emerge with vigor 
again in September. Just one plant can produce 50 
new plants. The plant’s primary mode of reproduction 
is to release turions, or hardened shoot tips (winter 
buds) that sprout and grow a new shoot and root. Each 
mature plant can form many of these turions (see photo 
on page 3). The turions float and drift, driven by the 
prevailing winds to different parts of the Lake. Eventually 
the turions waterlog and sink where the tiny rootlet 
establishes a new plant and a new population center. 
By 2014, CLP populations expanded to 120 locations in 
seemingly all corners of the Lake. 

GIVING CURLY-LEAF PONDWEED THE BOOT 

Mature Curley leaf pondweed

The Task Force and NEAR decided that the best method 
of attack was to coordinate the searching, surveying  
and mapping of the plants with a crew of divers that 
would hand harvest the CLP. The methodology consists 
of a NEAR survey team first searching the entire Lake 
for invasive plants, locating them with GPS (see photo of 
3-person survey team above). The total GPS location file 
of all the CLP found during the survey is then transferred 
to the hand harvesting dive crew. The survey allowed 
Matt Vogt of New England Aquatic Services (NEAS) and 
his team of divers to use their GPS instrument to travel 
directly to the plants instead of having to search for them.

In 2016 NEAR refined the timing on the survey and 
removal methodology so that we could find and 
eradicate plants earlier in the season. NEAR began 
doing surveys of the Lake in early May to learn when 



WE LOST A TRUE LAKE HERO  
THIS SPRING
In November we lost long time LWTF 
director Tom Yamin. Tom was a devoted 
member of the Lake Waramaug Task Force 
for many years, and a true Lake Hero. Tom 
grew up in Toledo, Ohio, but moved to  
New England to attend Hotchkiss School 
and Yale. During those years, he developed 
his abiding love for Litchfield County. He 
and his wife Patti Schulte Yamin divided 
their time between their home on Lake 
Waramaug and New York City. We will miss 
his wise counsel and warm smile.  

CLP Turion Breaks off from Plant and Starts a new Population 
Elsewhere

the plants first start to grow since every lake is different. 
Their survey consisted of traversing the entire littoral 
zone (shallow water shoreline zone) of the lake, with 
particular attention given to locations where CLP has 
been found in previous years. This survey methodology 
of utilizing a combination of visual assessments, 

hand-raking in shallow water, grappling rake tosses, 
and depth-soundings to view plants growing in deep 
water (>6 feet) turned out to be most effective. With 
knowledge gained on how CLP behaved in Lake 
Waramaug, we modified our survey and removal 
schedule: including sending out the removal dive teams 
early to immediately start working on the documented 
“hot spots” while at the same time doing an early season 
survey to find any new curly-leaf pondweed colonies. 
As part of our campaign to re-double our efforts, in 2017 
we decided to keep the NEAS suction harvest dive crew 
in the Lake for an extra week to make sure all CLP that 
was visible was eradicated because of its ferocious 
reproductive capabilities. 

The surge in effort has led us to contain any spread of 
the plant over the last 5 years. The large dense beds 
that were 20 to 50 feet long, have vanished, the hot 
spots still produce a few plants each year, but the new 
methodology, tailored to Lake Waramaug, has reduced 
population in the Lake to only a handful of plants that 
are easily controlled. 

We recognize there will continue to be new plants in 
the hot spots until we can exhaust the turion pool in 
the sediments. But, now, the removal team spends 
only a few days on Lake Waramaug searching for a few 
CLP plants to pull, as opposed to weeks and removing 
thousands of plants. Fundamental to the success of 
our chosen CLP eradication method was finding and 
removing the plants prior to their reaching maturity, 
before turions form and disperse. This is a hallmark of 
the Task Force:  using science, information and years of 
regular collection of in-lake data to fine tune strategies 
that work best to restore the Lake.

Tom Yamin 1938-2021, Third from left. 
Also pictured from left to right are former  

board members Jay Combs and Jim Hicks, and  
current board member David Robinson
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KEEP IN-THE-KNOW. 
IT’S EASY TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT LWTF ACTIVITIES:

• Visit our website at 
www.lakewaramaug.org

• Join our mailing list on our  
website or email us at  
info@lakewaramaug.org

• Follow us on Facebook  
(LakeWaramaugTaskForce)  
or Instagram (lwtaskforce)

MAINTAINING THE FLOW
One of the many responsibilities of The Task Force includes 
the regular monitoring of both the level of the Lake and the 
in-stream flow of the East Aspetuck River. In order for the 
complex ecosystems of the Lake to be maintained, a certain 
amount of water is needed. This is also true for the East 
Aspetuck River. But the Town of Washington needs regular 
data concerning the outflow of the River and Lake levels in 
order to determine how much water to allow through the dam 
at Lake Waramaug. A healthy balance that is simple to manage 
with the right data collection.

The flow of the river is not a new concern. Early 19th Century 
New Preston land deeds to properties on the banks of the  
East Aspetuck River always included “pondage” and “privileges 
of the stream.” Occasionally, titles included language that 
outright forbade operating a gristmill, particularly if the sellers 
had another water-powered industry further downstream. 
Competition wasn’t necessarily the Grantor’s reason for this 
language, but the amount of water needed to mill wheat into 
flour. Gristmills required power on a vertical plane to operate 
the numerous gears, and a “never-failing” stream. With as 

many as 21 mills from the mouth of the Lake to the Housatonic 
River, the language of the deeds was complicated because of 
a commodity in high demand: water.

We are so lucky that CT has an abundance of rainfall every 
year and even when we have dry periods there is still plenty 
of water to keep both a healthy level of water in the Lake as 
well as adequate flow in the East Aspetuck River. Through the 
efforts of the Task Force collecting Lake elevation and stream 
flow data, the Town of Washington is able to strike a balance 
for the health of two very important clean water resources that 
benefit the Town, Lake Waramaug and the East Aspetuck River.
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BENEFACTORS  
$10,000 and above
Jamie & Nancy Better
Mike Griffin & Molly Hart
Alexandra & Paul Herzan
Mackesy Family
Ben Nickoll & Christine Armstrong
Lisa & Scott Stuart/Stuart Family  
 Foundation
Lee & Cynthia King Vance

GUARDIANS
$7,000-$9,999
David & Lucy Ball in Honor of  
 Peter P. Mullen
Cecilia “Billie” Mullen
David Robinson & Margaret Field

PATRONS* 
$5,000-$6,999
Henry C. Barkhorn, III 
Edgar & Gail Berner
Bruc & Ellen Birenboim
Bernard & Linda Dishy
The Gilmore Family
Paula & Eric Madoff
Jeff Mullen
Jim & Rebecca Neary
John & Carol Santoleri
Patricia Schulte

SPONSORS*  
$2,500-$4,999
Paul & Kathleen Atkins
Sheri Lee Babbio
Mrs. Graham M. Brush
Judi & Sam Carroll
Cathy & Reid Funston
Haddad Family
Jim & Alice Hicks
Gary & Barbara Johnson
Claire Ullman & Robert Kasdin
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kissinger
David & Jane Lindley**
John Lyons & Susannah Gray
Tony & Sally Mann
Carolyn & Jim Millstein
Steven J. Paggioli & Olaf Soltau
Tim Palmer & Regan Byrne Palmer
Laurie & Morris Podolsky in Memory  
 of Tom Yamin
Steven Potolsky & Helen Katehis
Sara & Robert Savage
Dan Sherr & Margaret Ferguson 
James R. Strub - Secor, Cassidy  
 & McPartland, Gift-in-Kind

SUPPORTERS*  
$1,000-$2,499
Arbor Services of CT, Gift-in-Kind
Nicole Alger
Philip & Linda Andryc
C. Duane Blinn
Peter Bonachea in Memory of  
 Mechy Mestre
Pamela & Richard Cantor
Marina Livanos Colettis
Norman W. J. Collins
Murray & Maxine Deutsch
Paul & Linda Frank
Darcy & Daniel Frisch
James & Toni Krissel Goodale
Anne & Jeffrey Gray
Michael & Claire Guadagno
Susan & Murray Haber
The Holiman Hackney Family Fund
Audrey Hecken in Memory of  
 Ken Hecken
Hopkins Inn
Ellie Bogdonoff & Jeffrey Horwitz
Stephen Kempf & Mary Dixie Carter
Christina & Peter Klemm
Fred Kreuscher
Edward E. & Marie L. Matthews   
 Foundation
Tom & Susan McGowan
Danny & Audrey Meyer
Rosemary & Lou Oberndorf
Richard S. & Barbara Mulvehill Gray
The Ryder Family
Beth & Franz Schober
Michael Seligman & Laura Harris
Sheila Harley & Mark Simonian
Nicholas N. Solley
Dorothy Spears
Chris & Martha Spring
Peary & BK Stafford
Joan & Val Taubner
David & Kelly Williams
Nancy & Scott Williams
James Worth

SUSTAINERS***  
$500-999
Dr. & Mrs. William Allured
Lauren & Jeffrey Altholz
Tom & Karee Auth
Penny & Bill Bardel
Ann & Andrew Bazos
Arthur Cambouris & Diana Budzanoski
Andrew & Cathy Carron
Michael Dennis & Katherine Wenning
Natalie H. Dyer

Mona Elgh & Jeff Delson
Kirsten Feldman & Hugh Frater
The Gally Family
Andrew Guadagno
Matthew & Rachel Guadagno
Kevin Hayden & Keara Bergin
Wilson Henley & Bruce Glickman
Rebecca & David Holmes
Hopkins Vineyard Triathlon
Peter Houldin
David & Stacey Lender
Amanda & Josh Mandel
Doug Masterson
Deidre McDonald
Kate McGarry in Memory of  
 Kate Tallmadge
Michael Gershenson
Anne Marie & Donald Morris
Kirby Mullen
Julia & Braden Neff
Reese & Vi Owens
Barbara Page & John Liu
Elaine & Tom Peer
Meredith & Peter Kosann
Diana Elzey & Eugene Pinover 
Mildred M. Pond
John Powers
Elizabeth R. Rea
Barbara Paul Robinson &  
 Charles Raskob Robinson
Jim & Susan Scott
Jodi & David Utz

THE LAKE WARAMAUG TASK FORCE THANKS OUR 2021 LAKE LEADERS

A Special Thank You to All 
Lake Leaders Who Accepted 
and Completed Our 2019 
Challenge to Pledge a Specific 
Contribution Over 3-Years:  
2019, 2020, 2021

David and Lucy Ball
Jamie and Nancy Better
Bernard and Linda Dishy
Mike Griffin and Molly Hart  
Tim and Stephanie Ingrassia
Scott and Jennifer Mackesey
Jim and Rebecca Neary
Guy Moszkowski and  
  Sandra Pinnavaia 
Rosemary and Lou Oberndorf
Dave Robinson and Margie Field
John and Carol Santoleri
Robert and Sara Savage
Mark and Marie Schwartz
David Shapiro and Abigail Pogrebin
Peary and BK Stafford
Scott and Lisa Stuart
Lee and Cynthia King Vance

**Includes gift in memory of Tom Yamin                       *1 Anonymous  ***3 Anonymous



THE LAKE WARAMAUG TASK FORCE THANKS OUR 2021 LAKE LOVERS

ASSOCIATES*  
$250-499
Christine Adams
Arrow Point Water Company
Jack & Pam Baker
Alan Barasch & Renee Welner
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Barist
Jeff & Tracy Beck
Randy & Sheila Bernard
Peter Canoni &  
 Fritzie Updegraph
Richard Chizzonite
Adrianna Cohen &  
 Amanda Young
Barbara Ann & David Cook
Ariel & Cathy Deckelbaum
John Paul Favreau
Michelle & Michael Gorra
Peter Grossman & Lawrence  
 Timmins Charitable Fund
Leeanne Hasbrouck
Caroline & Jason Klein
Klemm Real Estate
Barbara & Gene Kohn
Lucile C. Kramer
Alan Levande & Lee Siegel
Joanne & Bill Mansfield
Marianne & Reginald Marra
The Matthews Group
Wayne Nelson & Alice Maggin
Christina Spade & Luke Rettler
J. Seitz & Company
Becky & Greg Smith Family 
 & Friends in Memory of  
 Mary Loughney
Robert Summer
John & Victoria Sussman
Terry Szymanski
Camille Orme & Marc Trevino
Verde Partners
Warren General Store
Hollace & William A. Warshaw
Valerie Wilson
Brian & Martha Zipp  
 Charitable Foundation

F. Anthony Zunino

DONORS**  
$100-$249
Geoffrey & Heidi Allen
Heather Allen
Janet Andrews In Memory  
 of Kate Tallmadge
Keith Angell
Ralph Averill
Peter Bakstansky & Georgia 
 Steele in Memory of  
 Tom Yamin
Margot Beattie
Lissa Bentley
Elizabeth T. Gildersleeve  
 & Richard M. Berman
Jennifer Bol
Carolyn Brau
Alan & Barbara Braverman
Denise Brennan
Stephen & Wanda Brighenti
Kristen & Jamie Browne
By Request, LLC
David Calcagno
Carlos & Gay Canal
John Clapp & Kathy Gray
Bruce & Judy Coleman
Jorge & Hilary Criollo
Betsy & Michael Deluca
Lawrence &  
 Elizabeth Dexheimer
Judith Eisler
Elisabeth Fitzgerald
Andrew C. Flatt
Margaret & John J. Flynn, Jr.
Marc & Ellen Forman
Martina Forman
Torrence & Victoria Fossland
Mr. & Mrs. Griffith W. Foxley
Tomina Frecha-Hantgan
Corwin Frost
The Funston Family
Ray & Maryellen Furse
Jackie & Chris Gardner
Bob Gerber & Jane Flanagan

Richard & Paula Getnick
Jonathan & Arlene Glantz
Ferris G. Gorra, DVM
Judith Gorra
Suzanne Grimes
Maureen Guadagno
Michael Hallows & Lynn Perry
Richard Heffernon
Nina Henderson
Linda Heslin
Bill & Judy Hopkins
Claire H. Irving
Susan L. Jahnke
Betty Krasne
Kelly Kurz
Stephen Lasar Architects
Joan W. Leonard  
 in Memory of  
 Lucile Hopkins Willenbrok
Lisa Loughney in Memory  
 of Mary Loughney
Ronnie & Michael Maddalena
Susan & John Magee
Susan Mandler &  
 Robby Barnett
Jean M. McCleary
Maryann McEnroe
Kristen & David Metzger
David S. Miles
Phyllis & Slade Mills
Leigh Montville
Mickey & Laura Morris
The Moucha Family
Emily O’Keiff & David Mullen
Claire Needham
Nancy & John Novogrod
Susan Payne
Sally Gooch Paynter
Pergola, LLC
Trena Keating & David Pitofsky
Robin & Roger Provey
Rick & Kim Rendigs
Tom & Beth Rickart
Adam & Pamela Riess
Ellen M. Rittman & J. A. Johnson
Gary C. Santmire

Steve Shabet
Andy Shapiro & Carolyn Setlow
Dr. & Mrs. N. Francis Sharp 
Victoria Hamilton & John Slowik
Chris & Marlene Smith in Honor  
 of Paul & Linda Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Wyatt A. Stewart, III
Waltraud & Hermann Tammen
Martha Sue Thompson  
 in Memory of  
 Mrs. Kate Tallmadge
Karen & Weston Thorn
Jerry & Gail Tobin
Steve & Kathy Toman
William Tynan
Ray & Carol Underwood
Mo & Sons
Barbara Walberg
Washington Food Market 
 Washington Liquor Store
Washington Supply Co.
Linda & Marty Wasserstein
Jean & John Waterhouse
Joe & Barbara Went
Alan Werner
Edward Wesley
Betsy West & Oren Jacoby
Tom & MB Witt
Elizabeth Wolff
Carolyn Woodberry

FRIENDS***  
Under $100
Denise & Peter Arturi
Jane A. Averill
Greta Basile
Sue Beldock
Rebecca & Ted Bent
Bulls Bridge Body Shop
Jean Chapin
Jay Coles
Nelly & Michael Condon
Barbara Couture
Marion Day-Seeger
Dean DiNicola
Noel & Starr Evans

Thomas Golden
Corinne & Edmund Green
S. C. Haskins 
Thomas Hefner in Memory  
 of Kate Tallmadge
Marylyn Hendricks
The Hermans Family
Mary Kate Holden
Jay & Laurie Hubelbank
Karen and Robert Hylwa
Phyllis Berman Johnson
Diane Johnstone
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Leavitt
Camilla Lindley
Bonnell Lombardi
Jane & Joe Manley
Carole L. Matteo
Melora Mennesson
Jane Moore
Juan & Karen Moreno
Ted & Nancy Morse
Barbara & Robert Mullen
Lawrence & Carol O’Toole
Sandy & Bob Papsin
Melissa Cohn & John Paris
Allan Priaulx &  
 Jacqueline Markham
Susan Rowe in Memory of  
 Rick Rowe
Marilyn Roze
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Seufert
Janet & Ronald Smith
Marion Stewart
Harold & Pat Stoeffler
Joanne & Werner Tiedman
Natalie Frost Weeks
Dan Whalen &  
 Cynthia Oneglia
Christine Wilkinson   
 in Memory of  
 Kate Tallmadge
Doug & Martha Winkel
Robert & Sally Woodroofe
Harry & Darby Wright
Dawn Young

DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF CECILIA “BILLIE” MULLEN
Christine Adams
Maria Almeida
Sheri Lee Babbio
David & Lucy Ball 
Jamie & Barney Baxter 
Mary Behrens
Edgar & Gail Berner
James & Nancy Better
Barbara Brackenridge
Nancy Stearns Calcagnini
Arthur Cambouris &  
 Diana Budzanoski
Cecilia Canning
Elizabeth Z. Chace
Leslie Chin & Paul Farr
Jenny Collins 
Michael Connors
Barbara Ann & David Cook

Jeffrey Coploff
Barbara Couture
Vicki Craver
Joan & Paul Crowley
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred C. DeCrane
Michael Duggan
Elisabeth Fitzgerald
Mark Fraser 
Victoria Fraser
Dana Gardner
James &Toni Krissel Goodale
Darrow Goodspeed
Mike Griffin & Molly Hart
Suzanne Grimes
Ann& John Grimm 
Peter Grossman &  
 Lawrence Timmins 
Audrey Hecken

Eileen & Robert Herber
Alan Hicks and The  
 Brackenridge Family
Claire H. Irving
Cary Keigher
J. Matt Kemper
Caroline & Jason Klein
Fred Kreuscher
Elizabeth Lecher
David & Jane Lindley
Lone Pine Capital
Lost Tree Club
Meghan Lowney
Susan Mandel
Anne McGuire 
Jim & Rebecca Neary 
Philip & Marjorie Odeen
Patricia O’Reilly

Rozanne Poden
Marie Powers
Harriet Riegel
David C. Robinson & Margaret Field
Pres & Karen Romeyn 
Michael Sotirhos
Peary & BK Stafford
Leonard Suzio
Tauck Family Foundation, Inc.
Kerry & Charles Tyler 
Robin & Richard Weiss
WestCap Management, LLC
Carolyn Woodberry
Earle & Elizabeth Yaffa
Brian & Martha Zipp
2 Anonymous

*1 Anonymous  **3 Anonymous  ***6 Anonymous


