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The Lake Waramaug 
Task Force is a non-profit 
scientific and educational 
organization dedicated to 
maintaining and preserving 
the ecology and water 
quality of Lake Waramaug 
and its watershed.

Dear Friends of Lake Waramaug -                                                       Spring 2020

Our natural surroundings assume such an important place in our lives at 
times like these, reminding us that there is actually order in this newly chaotic 
and unpredictable world. Prime among them is the Lake; our beautiful Lake 
Waramaug. We swim in it, boat on it, walk, run and cycle around it and just take 
it in from afar. It’s always there, permanent through all its moods; a sanctuary in 
difficult times.

Early data would say the Lake made it through the winter healthy and ready for 
the summer. But this winter was unprecedented; there was little ice cover and in 
general the temperature of both air and water were way above average. Now the 
unusually cold and dreary spring adds further uncertainty. It’s hard to tell where 
these events may take us.

Whatever the conditions, you may rest assured that we at the Task Force will do 
everything in our power to get on the water to monitor the conditions and react 
to what we find. How? By testing, testing, testing; then by adjusting the times 
that our aerators and diffusers are on, by changing the amounts and timing of 
the release of zooplankton from our facility on Arrow Point, and by optimizing 
the schedules of our biologists and divers to capture and remove invasive plants 
from the Lake. In the past we have enjoyed inviting interested folks to join us on 
our monitoring excursions; this year social distancing precautions will probably 
limit participation in these tours, a fact that we truly regret.

Regrettable too, is the idea that we will almost certainly have to cancel our fund-
raising events. While we know that there are many worthy organizations vying for 
your attention and contributions at this time, we also are in serious need of your 
generosity. There is so much work to be done and if we take our foot off the pedal 
now we risk beginning to revert to earlier unpleasant conditions.

Please keep us in your thoughts as you plan your charitable giving, so that we can 
continue our work. Our sanctuary depends upon it.

Peary Stafford
Chair, Lake Waramaug Task Force
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WHAT LURKS BENEATH?

Why is it important for the Task Force to constantly 
test, sample and measure the Lake and surrounding 
streams? Collecting local, accurate, environmental 
data is key to making informed decisions on the most 
effective methods and practices that improve Lake 
water quality. More importantly, our regular Lake and 
stream water testing allows the Task Force to identify 
potential issues before they become problems, 
enabling us to spend your generous donation dollars 
on the most effective water quality-improving 
programs.  

Our new research boat has been outfitted with banners 
and decals so you can spot us when we are sampling 
Lake water. One of the primary reasons we chose to 
build a pontoon boat was so that we could bring folks 
out to learn more about all that we do to support  Lake 
health. Unfortunately, we will need to maintain social 
distancing this summer due to COVID-19. We are 
building a digital Lake Sampling Dashboard that you 
can access through our website.  

The dashboard will include:

• Surface water and bottom water temperature
• Water transparency (Secchi depth)
• Dissolved oxygen at the surface and at the bottom
• Aerator operating capacity
• Weekly estimate of zooplankton reared and 

released
• Lake discharge measured by East Aspetuck 

stream flow
• Bacteria sample concentrations at swimming 

beaches

We will try to update these sampling parameters 
on our Dashboard every time they are tested. While 
current events may impact some of our outreach and 

education projects, please know that the Task Force 
will continue to do everything possible to keep Lake 
Waramaug clean, clear and swimmable.

LOST LWTF HEROES

This past year, we lost three Lake Waramaug Heroes:  

• Richard Loughney,
• Maria Allen, and 
• Harold “Bud” Pennington.

In the early years of the 
Task Force, they all worked 
tirelessly to improve the Lake 
water quality and laid the 
foundation that brought us 
to the record-level clarity we 
enjoy today. 

Thanks to their efforts and 
steadfast belief that the Lake 
is a precious resource that needs our constant vigilance, 
Lake water quality continues to improve. While the Lake 
community will miss them, the Task Force will continue 
to honor their memory by serving as stewards and 
guardians of our beloved Waramaug. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH AT A DISTANCE

The Task Force really wants to keep in touch with the 
community that enjoys the  Lake and helps us keep it 
clean, clear and swimmable. 

Covid-19 has altered our ability to deliver in-person  Lake 
science education and outreach programs. Right now, 
the best way for us to stay connected is electronically. If 
you would like to join the LWTF email list, please include 
your email address on the enclosed envelope or go to 
our website at  www.lakewaramaug.org and submit your 
name and email address at the bottom of any page.



BENEFACTORS  
$10,000 and above
Michael  D. Griffin & 
   Molly Butler Hart
Tim & Stephanie Ingrassia
Jennifer & Scott Mackesy
Paula & Eric Madoff
Lisa & Scott Stuart
Cynthia King Vance & 
   Lee Vance

GUARDIANS
$7,000-$9,999
Jim & Rebecca Neary
David Robinson & 
   Margaret Field

PATRONS  
$5,000-$6,999
Sheri Lee Babbio
David & Lucy Ball
Robert & Steffi Berne
Edgar & Gail Berner
Nancy & Jamie Better
Bruce Birenboim & 
   Ellen Moskowitz
Linda & Bernard Dishy
Cathy & Reid Funston
Gary & Barbara Johnson
Jeff Mullen
Mrs. Peter Mullen
John & Carol Santoleri
Beth & Franz Schober in
   memory of Bud Pennington
David Shapiro & 
   Abigail Progrebin
Marie & Mark Schwartz
Anonymous (1)

SPONSORS  
$2500-$4,999
Tama & Bradford Bernstein
Mrs. Graham Brush
Jim & Alice Hicks
Claire Ullman & Robert Kasdin
David & Jane Lindley
Tony & Sally Mann
Ben Nickoll & 
   Christine Armstrong
Tim Palmer & 
    Regan Byrne Palmer
Laurie & Morris Podolsky
Dan Sherr & 
   Margaret Ferguson
Sheila Harley & Mark Simonian
Washington Club, Inc.
Patricia Schulte & 
   Thomas Yamin

SUPPORTERS  
$1,000-$2,499
Nicole Alger
Paul & Kathleen Atkins
Arbor Services
Ann & Andrew Bazos
C. D. Blinn
Peter Bonachea
Pamela & Richard Cantor
Judi & Sam Carroll
Marina Colettis
Murray & Maxine Deutsch
Linda & Paul Frank
Darcy & Daniel Frisch
The Holiman Hackney Family 
Peter & Annie Haddad
Audrey & Ken Hecken

Hopkins Inn
Ellie Bogdonoff & 
   Jeffrey Horwitz
Andrew Kandel & Jaclyn Levin
Stephen Kempf & Dixie Carter
Lake Waramaug Country Club
Edward E. & 
   Marie L. Matthews 
Mulvehill Family
Steven J. Paggioli & 
   Olaf Soltau
Sandra Marie Pinnavaia & 
   Guy Moszkowski
Steven Potolsky
Judy Rasmuson
Elizabeth R. Rea
Lisa Roumell & Mark 
Rosenthal
Sara & Robert Savage
Michael Seligman & 
   Laura Harris
BK & Peary Stafford
Joan & Val Taubner
David & Kelly Williams
Nancy & Scott Williams
James Worth
Lindsay & Jordan Zaken
Anonymous (2)

SUSTAINERS  
$500-$999
Dr. & Mrs. William Allured
Lauren & Jeffrey  Altholz
Tom & Karee Auth
Randy & Sheila Bernard
Doug & Laura Brown
Michael Dennis & 
   Katherine Wenning
William F. Doyle
The Fryer Family
Steven Fuchs & Brian 
Lancaster
The Gally Family
Anne & Jeffrey Gray
Michael & Claire Guadagno
Alexandra & Paul Herzan
Hopkins Vineyard Triathlon
John & Darlene Karlton
Christina & Peter Klemm
The Lender Family
Tom & Susan McGowan
Barbara Page & John Liu
Diana & Eugene Pinover
Thomas Plagemann
Mildred M. Pond
John Powers
Barbara Paul Robinson &
   Charles Raskob Robinson
Nicholas N. Solley
Chris & Martha Spring
Robert Summer
Jodi & David Utz
Virginia S. Risley Family in
   memory of Virginia S. Risley
   & Robert deCourcy
Brian & Martha Zipp 
Anonymous (1)

ASSOCIATES  
$250-499
Rebecca & Alberto  Acosta
Arrow Point Water Company
Alan Barasch & Renee Welner
Penny & Bill Bardel
Jeffrey & Joan Barist
Jeff & Tracy Beck

Sande Breakstone & 
   Ronald Garfunkel
Kristen & Jamie Browne
Arthur Cambouris & 
   Diana Budzanoski
Peter Canoni & 
   Fritzie Updegraph
Andrew & Cathy Carron
Richard Chizzonite
Adrianna Cohen & 
   Amanda Young
Ariel & Cathy Deckelbaum
Kathleen Dore & Keith Jepsen
Natalie H. Dyer
Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Peter Grossman & 
   Lawrence Timmins 
Murray & Susan Haber
John & Lisa Harris
Leeanne Hasbrouck
Anne & John Herrman
Peter Houldin
 J. Seitz & Company
Marianne & Reginald Marra
Mr. & Mrs. R. Montgelas
Kirby Mullen
Alice Maggin & 
   R. Wayne Nelson
Pergola LLC
Carl Philips
Peter Repplier
Jim & Susan Scott
Andy Shapiro & 
   Carolyn Setlow
Victoria Hamilton & 
   John Slowik
John H. Staub
Caroline & Brian Valle
William A Warshaw
F. Anthony Zunino
Anonymous (2)

DONORS  
$100-$249
Anne M. Adams
Christine Adams
Geoffrey & Heidi Allen
Heather Allen
Maria Allen
Chandra & Lars Andersson
Jack & Pam Baker
Peter Bakstansky & 
   Georgia Steele
Susan Bates in Memory of
   Janet Bates
Karen & Hal Benett
Richard Berman & 
   Elizabeth Gildersleeve
Jennifer Bol
Ed & Anne Bowen
Carolyn Brau
Stephen & Wanda Brighenti
By Request
Carlos & Gay Canal
Anna & Graydon Carter
Jessica & Jared Clark
Kenyon Clark
Deb & Geoff Coenen
Laurie P. Cohen
Bruce & Judy Coleman
Jay Coles
Francis T. Collins
Jay & Colleen Combs
Barbara Ann & David Cook
Katia & Adam Crane
Jorge & Hilary Criollo
Michael & Betsy Deluca

Lawrence & 
   Elizabeth Dexheimer
Judith Eisler
Norman Feinberg
Ann Fenton
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Fixell
Andrew C. Flatt
Margaret & John J. Flynn, Jr.
Marc & Ellen Forman
Martina Forman
Brendan Foulois & 
   Julie Loughran
A. Corwin Frost
The Funston Family
Ray & Maryellen Furse
Claire S. Gold
Michelle & Michael Gorra
Murray & Susan Haber
Michael Hallows & Lynn Perry
Hanggi  & Co  CPAS, LLC
Chattanooga Harts
Gisellah Harvey
Richard Heffernon
Nina Henderson
Bill & Judy Hopkins
Jodi & Allan Howard
Claire H. Irving
Barbara & Gene Kohn
Lucile C. Kramer
Fred Kreuscher
Kelly Kurz
Joan W. Leonard in memory
   of Lucile Hopkins Willenbrok
Richard Lorenti & Andrew Flatt
Paul Manson & 
   Jeanne Coppola
Jean McCleary in memory of    
   George Moshmore Bernard
Deidre McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. John A. McGee
Melora Mennesson
Kristen & David Metzger
David S. Miles
Sandy Millar
Cynthia & Tom Mitchell
Ted & Nancy Morse
Julia Neff
Andrea Simon & 
   Andreas Neophytides
Nancy & John Novogrod
Lawrence & Carol O’Toole
Sally Gooch Paynter
Kirsten Peckerman
Elaine & Tom Peer
Lori Ann Brass & Allan Phillips
Alison Hanstead & 
   Jeffrey Philp
Rick & Kim Rendigs
Resources Management Corp 
Tom & Beth Rickart
Ellie Rittman & Arthur Johnson
Matthew Rothman
Robert & Maryetta Russell
Gary C. Santmire
Kerry Schmidt
Renee & Wyatt Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. John Strawbridge
Terry Szymanski
Waltraud & Hermann Tammen
Karen & Weston Thorn
Scott Thyberg
Jerry  & Gail Tobin
Steve & Kathy Toman
William Tynan
The Ullrich - Poulos Family
Ray & Carol Underwood
Barbara Walberg

Washington Food Market/
   Washington Liquor Store
Washington Supply Co.
Linda & Marty Wasserstein
Jean & John Waterhouse
J. B. Young Jr.
Townsend Ziebold
Anonymous (7)

FRIENDS  
Under $100
Hilary Adorno
Keith Angell
William Anthony
Denise & Peter Arturi
Greta Basile
Rebecca & Ted Bent
Nelly & Michael Condon
Mark & Fiona Donovan
Noel & Starr Evans
Joline Audet & Gary Fletcher
A. Corwin Frost
Robert & Cathy Gambino
Jackie & Chris Gardner
Bob Gerber & Jane Flanagan
Richard & Paula Getnick
Tom Golden
Ferris G. Gorra DVM
Judith Gorra
Patricia & 
   Lawrence Greenspan
Steve & Holly Haas
LJH Store
Elizabeth Haxo
Marylyn Hendricks
Hermans Family
Jim & Robin Hirschfield
Mary Kate Holden
Karen and Robert Hylwa
Phyllis Berman Johnson
Diane Johnstone
Stephen Lasar Architects
Mr. & Mrs. Norm Leavitt
John & Leslie Lintner
Bonnell Lombardi
Ronnie & Michael Maddalena
Susan Mandler & 
   Robby Barnett
Carole L. Matteo
Leigh Montville
Owen & Jane Moore
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Mullen
Beatrice Murgio
Terri Tibbatts & 
   Franklin Nichols
Sandy & Bob Papsin
Susan Payne
Adam & Pamela Riess
Marilyn Roze
Paul Sedor
Rev. Paul & Carol Sinnott
Chris & Marlene  Smith
Ronald & Janet Smith
Missy Stevens
Marion Stewart
Harold & Pat Stoeffler
Betty Sutter
Joanne & Werner Tiedman
Joe & Barbara Went
Edward Wesley
Helene C. Widing
Robert & Sally Woodroofe
Harry & Darby Wright
Anonymous (5)

THE LAKE WARAMAUG TASK FORCE THANKS YOU  |  THE 2019 LWTF DONORS
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KEEP IN-THE-KNOW. 
IT’S EASY TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT LWTF ACTIVITIES:

• Visit our website at 
www.lakewaramaug.org

• Join our mailing list on our  
website or email us at  
info@lakewaramaug.org

• Follow us on Facebook  
(LakeWaramaugTaskForce)  

or Instagram (lwtaskforce)

Soon we will be switching on the in-lake aeration system that the Lake Waramaug Task Force installed at four locations 
throughout the deepest sections of the Lake. The four school bus-sized aerators act as the Lake’s lungs during the 
warm water season, improving water quality and minimizing the chances of cyanobacteria blooms.

We have two industrial-size air compressors that power our four in-lake aerators, one is located at the Washington 
Boat Launch and the other at our Arrow Point property. Both compressors were refurbished this spring and are ready 
for at least 4000 hours of continuous operation this summer.  The aeration system will be switched on when the lake 
temperature reaches 65 degrees Fahrenheit. Based on the cold and rainy spring we had this year, we predict that a 65 
degree lake water temperature will be reached in early June. Watch for those mysterious bubbles!

PREPARING 

THE AERATION 

SYSTEM FOR A 

NEW SEASON OF 

WATER QUALITY 

PROTECTION

WATER QUALITY 
TESTING

INVASIVE WEED 
CONTROL

CLEAN WATER CORNER


